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	Additions to Agenda

	
None.


	Notes from Previous Meeting

	
The notes from the November meeting were approved post-meeting and posted on rppm.org. 


	AASHTO Report - Glenn Page

	Meetings
1. AASHTO listing all upcoming meetings on a single website under the meetings tab on the AASHTO website. The 2026/27 meetings schedule is listed at AASHTO Meetings and Member Services - Meetings/Events Calendar.
1. The 2026 AASHTO-RAC summer meeting location has been moved to the Pittsburg Weston, as the Cambria was found to be too small during the site visit. Meeting dates are requested for Tues. – Thurs., July 7-9 with travel to and from the meeting planned for Monday and Friday, July 6 and 10 respectively. 

Legislative
1. Continued AASHTO staff engagement on Buy America/Buy American issues.
1. Surface Transportation reauthorization continues. 
1. AASHTO staff continue to work with other agencies and evaluate the Executives Order impacts on committees/programs.

Other
1. IT director position filled. New staff started on December 8.
1. Some technology initiatives remain on hold. More information coming as new director is onboarding.
1. Continuing website updates are slow but progressing, with still much to do. 
1. AASHTO staff instructed on AI ban. Need to seek permission on any use through AASHTO leadership.
1. AASHTO has removed the link to the RAC Peer Exchange and Surveys. All information was archived and sent through to Tyson for inclusion on the RPPM site update as part of the pooled-fund study. 
1. AASHTO continues to identify unfilled committee chair and vice-chair positions.


	TRB Report - David Jared (for Waseem Dekelbab)

	
· The FY 2026 program was approved by the AASHTO Board of Directors. 

· First panel meetings for the FY 2026 projects are nearly complete, as are the ensuring RFP postings. Second panel meetings, where a contractor is selected for each project, will be held in first quarter 2026 before AASHTO R&I reconvenes in spring (April 28-29 are tentative dates).  

· Preliminary scopes for NCHRP Synthesis projects have been posted online, concurrent with solicitation for panel membership. First panel meetings will tentatively begin in February 2026. For those who are curious about Synthesis projects, they are more limited in scope and duration than our core program projects. The entire Synthesis is conducted and completed within a year, not counting publication time. Panel duties are like core projects, but not as extensive, e.g., the panel doesn’t have to develop an RFP. If any of you would like more information about Syntheses, either how they’re conducted or how you can serve on a panel, please contact Deb Irvin (dirvin@nas.edu). 


	OST/R – Alasdair Cain

	· ARPA-I Ideas Challenge update: 15 semi-finalists receiving $20K each were announced Dec. 2, 2025.
· “Ideas Bootcamp” with winners was held at USDOT on Dec 9. Stage 2 will proceed in 2026: Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Announces Semi-Finalists in Innovation Challenge with $1 Million Prize | US Department of Transportation.

	FHWA Report – Heather Shelsta 

	FHWA Staffing Updates:
· Hari Kalla is currently the Acting Executive Director for FHWA. 
Conferences, Meetings, and Research Updates
· Winter Meeting of the FHWA Research and Technology Coordinating Committee
· On December 2–3, TFHRC staff met with the Research and Technology Coordinating Committee (RTCC). RTCC is an independent advisor to FHWA and ensures that federal research, development, and technology (RD&T) initiatives are coordinated with state and private‑industry RD&T stakeholders. The committee has ten members from diverse backgrounds, including researchers, users, administrators, and practitioners from the public, private, and academic sectors. The RTCC Chair is Carlos Braceras, the UDOT commissioner. FHWA meets with the RTCC twice a year to exchange insights, review current initiatives, and discuss emerging priorities.
The meeting agenda included:
· Discussion of the September RTCC letter report
· FHWA panel discussion on Digital Infrastructure
· Status update on the Research and Technology Evaluation Program
· Overview of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program
· Stakeholder engagement opportunities
· Additive manufacturing research
· Updates from the Human Factors Team
· FHWA leadership and staff will participate in the winter RAC Meeting in Washington, D.C. 

	Region Chairs/Vice-Chairs Updates & Issues

	AASHTO Region 1 – Giri Venkiteela 

	· R1 met with Glenn Page (AASHTO) last week to plan for the 2026 RAC summer meeting. A survey on topics and ideas is to be distributed to RAC after the TRB Annual Meeting in January. 
· Northeast Transportation Research Consortium will have a peer exchange in June 2026, with Vermont and New York co-hosting. 

	AASHTO Region 2 – Curtis Bradley

	· R2 continues to finalize the Winter RAC meeting agenda and plan the STC peer exchange for April 2026, which will be held in Tallahassee, FL.

	AASHTO Region 3 - Vicky Fout 

	
· R3 members are preparing for the TRB Annual Meeting and still discussing the formation of a regional consortium. 


	AASHTO Region 4 - Kevin Pete

	· R4 met 11-13-25. Election results were announced and vacancies filled.
· The current Vice-Chair position held by Rebecca Ridenour was vacated. She is no longer with Montana DOT. Thad Bauer of South Dakota DOT is now the Vice-chair replacing Rebecca.
· Stephen Cohn will be the incoming Vice-Chair (elect) for 2026-2028.
· Western Transportation Research Consortium will be meeting in person May 18-22, 2026.
· R4 is preparing for the TRB Annual Meeting, including a regional dinner.

	Task Force (TF) Updates:

	RAC Support - Sharon Hawkins & Tyson Rupnow
This task force will recommend administrative policy to the RAC Leadership Board, and identify, investigate, and manage RAC administrative matters as directed by the RAC Leadership Board.


	
· TF met November 3 and continues to work on concentration areas: AOTC training revamp, consultant on-board for website development and maintenance, preparation for December RAC Chat, distribution list updates
· RAC Chat held Dec. 10, “TRB Takeaways for Implementation in Your DOT.” There were approximately 40 participants and great discussion. 
· RAC Distribution List has been uploaded to the RPPM website, and further updates will be made there.
· AOTC module review group will meet after the RAC Winter Meeting on the Mezzanine Level with the ARA team to complete the revisions to the modules. RAC meeting location is pending. 


	Technologies –Giri Venkiteela

	· TF is planning to meet in February 2026. 
· NJDOT is planning to lead a pooled-fund study on AI.


	Implementation - Amanda Laib/Patrick McVeigh/Jason Tuck

This task force will focus on how research implementation and research performance measures can support the management and quality of transportation research programs.

	· TF met 12-4-25, noon-1 p.m. Eastern, approximately 30 members 
· Discussion of ongoing action items (Implementation Briefs, RPPM Documentation, AOTC coordination, Best Practice Guide)
· Scheduling small group discussions on work topics
· Andy Vandel from South Dakota and Lieska Halsey presented their implementation tracking and post-project evaluation techniques
· Lieska provided PowerPoint for reference
· Discussion of TRB Annual Meeting and AASHTO RAC Meeting & TF participation

	Communicating Value - Jenni Hosey/Katie Walker

This task force will actively monitor, support, and encourage methods and practices designed to communicate the value of transportation research.

	· No activity this period. 

	Other:

· None

	Adjourn:

· Next meeting: 2-12-26. 



	

