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	Additions to Agenda

	
None.


	Notes from Previous Meeting

	
The notes from the October meeting were approved and posted on rppm.org. 


	AASHTO Report - Glenn Page

	
Meetings
· All upcoming AASHTO meetings are listed on a single website under the meetings tab on the AASHTO website. The 2026/27 meeting schedule is listed at AASHTO Meetings and Member Services - Meetings/Events Calendar.
· The contract for the 2026 RAC summer meeting is in legal review. The plan is to use the Cambria Hotel Mon.-Wed., but a request to move the meeting to Tues.-Thurs. was sent to AASHTO meeting planners.

Legislative
· Surface Transportation reauthorization continues. 
· AASHTO staff continue to work with other agencies to evaluate EO impacts on committees/programs.

Other
· An IT Director’s position has been advertised and is currently open for applications. 
· Some technological initiatives remain on hold. More information will be provided.
· AASHTO staff instructed on AI ban. Need to seek permission on any AI use through AASHTO leadership.
· AASHTO removed active link to RAC Peer Exchange and RAC Surveys on RAC website 11-1-25. All information was archived and sent through Tyson Rupnow for inclusion on the RPPM site update as part of the pooled-fund effort thereon.

	TRB Report - David Jared (for Waseem Dekelbab)

	
· All new project panels (FY 2026) have been approved, and NCHRP is anticipating approval of the FY 2026 program by the AASHTO Board of Directors soon. 

· First panel meetings for the FY 2026 projects are well underway, running through early December. Due to the pending BOD approval, second panel meetings be held after the 2026 TRB Annual Meeting. 

· The NCHRP Synthesis selection meeting was held Sept. 17-18. Twenty (20) new Synthesis projects were approved by the selection panel (NCHRP 20-05). Preliminary scopes will be posted online in the next several weeks for interested researchers to respond to. First panel meetings will tentatively begin in February 2026. 

· The winter RAC meeting at the TRB Annual Meeting has been confirmed for Sunday, 1-11-26, with further details forthcoming. Registration for the Annual Meeting is open.


	OST/R – Alasdair Cain

	· OST-R leadership (Assistant Secretary nominee, Seval Oz, and DAS Lee White) are attending the AASHTO Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City Nov 18-20 to engage state DOT leaders on shared challenges and opportunities. 
· Beginning to develop a new USDOT RD&T 5-yr Strategic Plan (FY 2026-30) to be published in spring 2026. We look forward to engaging our state partners on this as we develop the plan.

	FHWA Report – Raju Mooney 

	
FHWA Staffing Updates:
· Gloria Shepherd, FHWA’s Executive Director, retired at the end of September. FHWA’s current Acting Executive Director is Nicolle Fleury. 
· Sean McMaster was appointed the new FHWA Administrator at the end of September.
· Jay Payne was appointed the new FHWA Deputy Administrator in August.  

FHWA Updates: 
· Exploratory Advanced Research (EAR) program: FHWA is working on a new solicitation for the EAR program that will be open to U.S. academic institutions and private sector entities. The full solicitation could become available later this month or in December and will be posted on SAM.gov (Systems for Award Management). Link to synopsis: https://sam.gov/opp/05b9280bc2bb4b82be93e92eee073458/view/. This solicitation could result in four to six new projects with kickoffs in 2026.  

· Tour of TFHRC for RAC members and State DOT staff – Friday (11/14) is the last day to send Connie Tang your date and time preferences for the Turner Fairbank Highway Research Center tour held during the TRB Annual Meeting. Connie will be sending out additional info with the finalized date and time next week to those that have expressed an interest. 

Tours of TFHRC laboratories will be made available to RAC members and State DOT staff who respond to this offer. Tour space is limited, and transportation is not provided. However, the facility is located just outside DC: 6300 Georgetown Pike, McLean, VA 22101.

If interested please email Connie Tang (connie.tang@dot.gov) with the following information by Friday, November 14.

· Preferred Dates and Times:
· Wednesday, January 14, 2026, morning
· Wednesday, January 14, 2026, afternoon
· Thursday, January 15, 2026, morning
· Thursday, January 15, 2026, afternoon

· Any specific labs of interest:
· Full list of labs: https://highways.dot.gov/research/turner-fairbank-highway-research-center/laboratories/laboratories-overview)


	Region Chairs/Vice-Chairs Updates & Issues

	AASHTO Region 1 – Giri Venkiteela 

	· Region#1 meeting held 11-6-25. 
· Discussed TRB Annual Meeting, winter RAC meeting, and TRB committees. 
· Northeast Transportation Consortium. The 2026 Peer Exchange will be held in Vermont.
· Discussion on planning activities for 2026 RAC summer meeting.
· Presentation on NCHRP 20-44(49): Overcoming Barriers to Implementation.

	AASHTO Region 2 – Curtis Bradley

	· R2 continues to finalize the Winter RAC meeting agenda and plan the STC peer exchange for April 2026.

	AASHTO Region 3 - Vicky Fout 

	
· R3 continues to work on the details for creating a consortium in the region to assist with peer exchanges and technology transfer activities.

	AASHTO Region 4 - Kevin Pete

	· R4 met 11-13-25. Election results were announced and vacancies filled.
· The current Vice-Chair position held by Rebecca Ridenour was vacated. She is no longer with Montana DOT. Thad Bauer of South Dakota DOT is now the Vice-chair replacing Rebecca.
· Stephen Cohn will be the incoming Vice-Chair (elect) for 2026-2028.
· Western Transportation Research Consortium will be meeting in person May 18-22, 2026.
· R4 is preparing for the TRB Annual Meeting, including a regional dinner.

	Task Force (TF) Updates:

	RAC Support - Sharon Hawkins & Tyson Rupnow
This task force will recommend administrative policy to the RAC Leadership Board, and identify, investigate, and manage RAC administrative matters as directed by the RAC Leadership Board.


	· TF met on Oct. 6. 
· Tyson Rupnow has secured a contractor to update and maintain the RPPM website.
· Uploaded the RAC Distribution List to the RPPM website. TF is reviewing the training modules for the Ahead of the Curve (AOTC) training and will meet again at the TRB Annual Meeting for further discussions.
· RAC Chat is scheduled for Dec. 10, 1:30PM Eastern. Please send questions and/suggested discussion items on the topic - “TRB Take-Aways for Implementation in Your DOT” to Sharon Hawkins (shawkins2@mdot.maryland.gov) by Dec. 3.

	Technologies – Dara Wheeler & Giri Venkiteela

	· First TF meeting held on 10-13-25. 
· Task force objectives:
· Focus on AI re: an administrative tool and strategizing tool for research. 
· Emerging technologies such as digital twins and 3D modeling 
· Research tracking tool: potential demos were planned during TF meetings 
· Darryll Dockstader (FDOT) nominated as new TF secretary.
· TF will meet quarterly; next meeting in Feb. 2026. 

	Implementation - Amanda Laib/Patrick McVeigh/Jason Tuck

This task force will focus on how research implementation and research performance measures can support the management and quality of transportation research programs.

	
	1. Last TF meeting was 10-23-25. Jason and Patrick shared practices and tools they use to facilitate and monitor implementation in their state DOTs.
2. Our next meeting is December 4 (noon Eastern). It will include:
· Presentations from SDDOT and Nebraska DOT on implementation efforts from smaller state/smaller research program perspectives.
· An update on file sharing and record keeping
· Ongoing tasks updates:
· Implementation and research performance briefs
· Implementation and research performance best practice guides
· Implementation tracking and monitoring templates
· Implementation resource listing
· Performance measures literature and resources
· List of performance measures
· Discussion about ITF participation in the winter RAC meeting at TRB.





	Communicating Value - Jenni Hosey/Katie Walker

This task force will actively monitor, support, and encourage methods and practices designed to communicate the value of transportation research.

	· No activity this period. 

	Other:

· None

	Adjourn:

· Next meeting: 12-11-25. 



	

