AASHTO-Research Advisory Committee, Region 3
Meeting Minutes 
	Date
	4-7-20
	Time
	1:30 pm CST

	Facilitator
	Brian Worrel
	Secretary
	Diane Gurtner  

	Subject
	Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Region 3 Meeting

	Attendees
	Member states attending:
Illinois – Megan Swanson
Indiana – Tommy Nantung
Iowa – Brian Worrel, Khyle Clute
Kansas – Sally Mayer 
Michigan – Michael Townley, Carol Aldrich
Minnesota – Katie Walker, Hafiz Munir 
Missouri – Ryan Martin, Jen Harper
Ohio – Vicky Fout 
Wisconsin – Diane Gurtner, Ethan Severson




	Key Points Discussed

	No.
	Topic
	Highlights

	1.
	Review Agenda / Roll Call
	Roll call attendance marked above. 


	2
	Meeting Minutes 
	Vote to approve the 2/4/20 minutes.  Minutes approved.  


	3.
	Checking in (COVID-19)  
	TRB is looking to RAC for input on working remotely.  Michael said that they sent a COVID memo and thanked Vicky for sharing Ohio’s example.  The next RAC Chat on 4/8 will be on Research Stakeholder Engagement amid COVID-19.
   

	4.
	NCHRP Ballots
	All R3 states have submitted their NCHRP ballots.  Tommy and Peggi are the RAC R3 representatives on SCORI and will be attending the ballot review meeting.  Carol stated that Kim Avery from MI is also on SCORI.


	5.
	High Value Research 2020
	HVR submission deadline extended to 4/8.  Several R3 states have already submitted.    

	6.
	Regional peer exchange
	Carol sent an email re: the peer exchange.  A lot of conferences for calendar year 2020 are being cancelled due to COVID-19.  Hopefully because this is planned for October and will be a smaller group, it will be approved.
    

	7.
	NCHRP 20-44 project  
	Brian, Vicky, Hafiz and Ethan had a call with Sid Mohan from NCHRP.  Three tasks have been identified:  1) Project selection, 2) Tech transfer details outline, and 3) Regional visits.  Sid updated the RFP.  Project team to get comments back to Sid and then he will finalize the RFP.  Brian said there are minimum requirements in the RFP, however they would like proposers to include other ideas.  Sid is asking the group to think about a plan for after this project, maybe a pooled fund.


	8.
	RAC leadership call update 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Brian provided information on the last leadership call re: TRB 2020 annual meeting papers not being available.  TRB listened to the concerns, however they can’t go back and change for this year.  TRB can assist with tracking down a particular paper if needed.  Next year they will work with the researchers on permissions earlier.  Brian sent the meeting notes to R3 members.
  
AASHTO will make a decision re: the RAC summer meeting.  For now, planning is to continue.  RAC members are encouraged to make hotel reservations because they can be cancelled up to 2 days prior to the meeting.  Michael asked if there would be options for remote participate.  That is unknown at this time.


	9.
	State reports 
	KS – K-Tran selected projects.  A 10-year transportation bill was signed by the governor. Their innovation summit has been rescheduled from June to November.       
MN – It is the start of the research cycle.  Over 80 ideas were submitted by the 3/16 deadline.  Currently in the vetting process, then ideas will be prioritized.  Katie is leading the innovation strategy and they are proposing hiring a consultant.  There is a continuous improvement process for the research program which will take 3-4 months to finish.  Katie can share the document with R3 when completed.     
MO – Due to COVID-19, universities have closed labs.  They are working with financial services about rolling funds to the next fiscal year.  
[bookmark: _Hlk32407610]MI – There was a remodel planned, so staff were going to telecommute anyway.  They are using MS Teams for virtual meetings.  The research program meetings will be May 5-8.  The state has been hard hit by COVID-19 and they have a project on how the universities can support the state with construction, design and operations services.
IA – They are putting the final touches on the new research ideas platform.  They have entered an agreement with a consultant for content management and marketing.  Khyle said there are some issues with pooled funds that receive FHWA contributions.  There should be a 20% lead state match.   
IL – They are posting 8 RFPs and have an additional 6 projects directly assigned to University of Illinois system PIs.    
WI – Wisconsin Highway Research Program will have 6 projects for FFY21.  The PIs have been selected and are moving forward on contracting.  
Due to the reorganization in Nov., the research staff have been doing several program overviews for new division staff.    
IN – Submitted budget last week.  They have $8.3 million.  Part A subsidizes well.  They will have 40 projects all with Purdue.    
OH – COVID-19 has impacted progress on the majority of research projects.  All universities are closed including their labs.  Researchers trying to work in the field are limited to 2-person crews and must adhere to social distancing requirements.  All research on endangered species has been put on hold, so no more playing with bats.
They are reviewing proposals for FY2021 program with ODOT technical staff.  RFPs are currently posted for ORIL (local research program) and two ODOT projects (closing on 4/16).


	10.
	Upcoming R3 meetings
	May 5 next Business meeting.

	
	
	Adjourned at 2:55 p.m. CST



	Action Items

	No.
	Action Item
	Owner
	Target Date

	1
	Consider serving as Vice Chair beginning Jan. 2021 – Let Brian know if interested
	All 
	July 2020  

	2
	
	
	  

	3
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