AASHTO-Research Advisory Committee, Region 3
Meeting Minutes 
	Date
	2-4-20
	Time
	1:30 pm CST

	Facilitator
	Brian Worrel
	Secretary
	Diane Gurtner  

	Subject
	Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Region 3 Meeting

	Attendees
	Member states attending:
Indiana – Tommy Nantung
Iowa – Brian Worrel, Khyle Clute
Kansas – Sally Mayer 
Michigan – Michael Townley, Carol Aldrich
Minnesota – Katie Walker 
Missouri – Ryan Martin
Ohio – Vicky Fout 
Wisconsin – Diane Gurtner, Ethan Severson




	Key Points Discussed

	No.
	Topic
	Highlights

	1.
	Review Agenda / Roll Call
	Roll call attendance marked above. 


	2
	Meeting Minutes 
	Vote to approve the 11/5/19 minutes.  Minutes approved.  


	3.
	TRB debrief  
	Michael mentioned that TRB is not publishing the papers from this year’s meeting.  Vicky stated that the researchers seem to be glad that the papers aren’t being published.  Tommy added that there was also an issue because papers were reviewed late and sometimes the titles don’t reflect what is in the papers.  Brian will bring up the concerns on the RAC leadership call.   

	4.
	NCHRP Ballots
	Brian asked whether R3 members found the NCHRP ballot regional compilation helpful last year.  Consensus was that it was useful, so everyone will submit scores again for compiling.  Katie volunteered MnDOT to collect the scores – R3 states to submit copy of ballot to Hafiz within a week of the NCHRP due date (by March 27).    
Brian reminded everyone that there is a RAC Chat on Feb. 12th re: the NCHRP ballot.

	5.
	High Value Research 2020
	HVR website open for submittals – deadline to submit is March 31.  R3 is requesting up to 4 entries from each state.  Last year a reverse weighted scoring process was used.  Brian will send out the process from last year for comments.  Carol suggested that last year’s process was OK but could use clarification regarding the projects for the supplemental topics.  Vicky attended the HVR webinar on Jan. 29 and said an explanation will be provided on the boxes.    

	6.
	NCHRP 20-44
	Those on the NCHRP 20-44 panel will be:  Brian, Hafiz, Ethan, Vicky and Mary H. (Michigan). Sid Mohan will schedule an upcoming conference call.   

	6.
	Upcoming decisions
	Elections at RAC 2020 Summer meeting. The terms for both Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson are two years.  Megan will move to Chair Jan. 1, 2021 so we will vote on a new Vice Chair at the Summer RAC meeting.  Members should think about whether they are interested in the Vice-Chair position.  Diane indicated that she is willing to continue as Secretary, however, if someone else is interested, please let Brian know.  
Link to operating guidelines for more info: https://research.transportation.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2017/05/R3Guidelines-Revised_20161121.pdf 
R3 will next host the summer meeting in 2022.  The most recent R3 states to host were Kansas (2018) and Wisconsin (2014).     

	7.
	Regional Peer Exchange
	Carol mentioned that a Doodle poll was sent to R3 members regarding the dates for the regional peer exchange in Michigan.  They will be putting together the topic ideas soon.

	8.
	RAC announcements
	State Fact Page Updates – please review and update as needed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The RAC Admin Taskforce is in need of a Secretary as Flavia Pereira has moved into a different position at CT DOT.  Anyone interested should contact Allison Hardt.

	9.
	State reports 
	WI – Six RFPs were posted for the FFY21 Wisconsin Highway Research Program.  Proposals due Feb. 3.  
OH – Two solicitations for pooled fund studies:  #1514 re: CAV and #1513 re: UAS.
MO – Missouri Center for Transportation Innovation (MCTI) kickoff.  This will allow for more collaboration for the 4 Missouri universities.  
MN – Working on continuous improvement for research.  Scope TBD.  The first step will be a survey of proposers.  Katie will share information as they have it.
[bookmark: _Hlk32407610]MI – The call for ideas produced 120 ideas.  There will be a Feb. meeting for the SMEs to review.  There is a peer exchange upcoming for the STIC and Innovation group.  The Gov. announced a bonding initiative.  There may be a possible Industry Foundation Classes (IFC) pooled fund developing.  
KS – They have had several staffing changes.  Dave is now the Bureau Chief and they have 3 positions open.
IA – They have been approached by CO DOT to host Colorado’s peer exchange in Iowa.  The most recent IA DOT director was going to be the AASHTO R&I Chair, however the Gov. asked that director to resign.
IN – They are having focus groups for research ideas (7 groups).  One current pooled fund solicitation:  #1499 re: concrete strength.    


	10.
	Open Questions and Discussion 
	Khyle mentioned that they have had some issues with the TPF site re: solicitation end dates.  He has talked to Jack Jernigan and FHWA is looking into it.  They are still maintaining a one-year closure timeframe.  He also brought up whether the funding that comes to the research programs match what is on the list from the NCHRP invoice.      

	11.
	Upcoming R3 meetings
	March 3 meeting will be cancelled.
April 7 next Business meeting.

	
	
	Adjourned at 2:35 p.m. CST



	Action Items

	No.
	Action Item
	Owner
	Target Date

	1
	TRB annual meeting paper concerns – bring up on RAC leadership call 
	Brian 
	

	2
	Send NCHRP completed ballots to Hafiz 
	All 
	March 27, 2020  

	3
	HVR submittals 
	All 
	March 31, 2020  

	4
	Consider serving as Vice Chair beginning Jan. 2021 – Let Brian know if interested 
	All 
	July 2020  

	5
	Review and update state fact sheets on RAC website:  https://research.transportation.org/state-dot-research/  
	All 
	

	6
	Consider serving as RAC Admin Taskforce Secretary.  Contact Allison Hardt if interested.
	All 
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