	Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Leadership Teleconference
Thursday, August 13, 2026
2:00 – 3:00 pm, EST
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	Stacy Carter – Sec. R2 
	
	
	
	



	Additions to Agenda

	
None.


	Notes from Previous Meeting

	
The notes from the August meeting were approved and posted on rppm.org. 


	AASHTO Report - Glenn Page

	
No report was provided. 


	TRB Report - Dave Jared (for Waseem Dekelbab)

	
FY 2027 Core Program 
· Working on last few panel formations. 
· Program goal is to hold all first panel meetings by Dec. 11. 
· RFP freeze period: Dec. 18 – Jan. 4, 2027.
· Second panel meetings will be held 1st quarter 2027.

FY 2028 Core Program
· The call for FY 2028 problem statements was issued August 24 (website). 
· Deadline for submittal is November 2 (a Monday).  
· Any questions on the submittal process, I’m happy to assist or connect you with the right staff person. 

Staffing Change Impacts
· Due to the staff departures I reported last month, numerous projects have been reassigned across our division, Cooperative Research Programs (CRP). 
· If you have any problems locating the right CRP contacts, feel free to start with Dave.
· NCHRP appreciates all our partners’ patience in this transition period for us. 

	OST/R – Alasdair Cain

	
· Alasdair provided an update on the Digital Corridors Initiative (DCI), a federally assisted, state-led effort to modernize the nation’s interstate highway system through large scale deployment of Transportation Digital Infrastructure, supported by industry.
· A flier on the DCI is provided with these minutes.  

	FHWA Report – Raju Mooney 

	
· A continuing resolution (CR) was passed that funds the federal government at FY 2026 levels through December 11, 2026. 

	Region Chairs/Vice-Chairs Updates & Issues

	AASHTO Region 1 – Giri Venkiteela 

	· Reviewing Northeast Transportation Research Consortium (NTRC) June 2026 Peer Exchange Report.
· Main topics were Sharing Research from Other States and NCHRP Internally; External Research Contracts; and Research Workforce Development
· Putting together updated draft Statement of Work for NTRC consultant to use remaining funds to investigate how NTRC states are benefiting from NCHRP and how we are using NCHRP projects.

	AASHTO Region 2 – Curtis Bradley

	
· Planning STC Meeting/NC, SC, MS Peer Exchange for Charleston, SC, week of March 18, 2027. 
· Planning 2027 RAC Summer Meeting in Asheville, NC: next planning meetings are Oct. 19 and Dec. 16, 2026.

	AASHTO Region 3 - Vicky Fout 

	
· R3 met September 3.
· R3 has resumed discussion of a regional consortium organized through a transportation pooled-fund project. A majority of the R3 states favor initiating the consortium for peer exchange and tech transfer support.
· Locations for the 2028 RAC Summer Meeting have been discussed and shortlisted.


	AASHTO Region 4 – Thad Bauer

	
· The next R4 meeting is scheduled for September 17.
·  Work on the WTRC research projects is progressing well.
· Some projects with work completed: feasibility of virtual reality training for DOT applications, developing traffic monitoring guidance, and exploring approaches for creating a national distribution list for research proposal solicitations.
· The mentoring program continues to be beneficial for R4 member states and has helped new research program managers become acclimated to their roles.


	Task Force (TF) Updates:

	RAC Support - Sharon Hawkins 
This task force will recommend administrative policy to the RAC Leadership Board, and identify, investigate, and manage RAC administrative matters as directed by the RAC Leadership Board.


	· Meeting scheduled for Sept 14, 1:30PM EST. 
· Sam Cooper has been invited to the meeting to provide updates on the initiatives sponsored by LDOTD. We will be discussing:

· status of the Ahead of the Curve course rollout
· status of the RPPM Website revamp
· topic for the October RAC Chat
· seeking a volunteer for TF Secretary 
· share the survey questions for developing a list of SME mentors


	Technologies –Giri Venkiteela/Darryll Dockstader

	· AI Working Group. Meeting scheduled for late September; invitations to RAC members pending shortly.
· Emerging Technologies Working Group. Currently analyzing member survey responses.
· Research Tracking Working Group. Met for second time August 18, focusing on Research Implementation Tracking and featuring presentations from VT, MI, FL, and PA.

	Implementation - Patrick McVeigh/Jason Tuck

This task force will focus on how research implementation and research performance measures can support the management and quality of transportation research programs.

	· TF plans to meet at the end of September.
· Working on ensuring that the developed implementation guide and performance measures are being used by surveying RAC.


	Communicating Value – Sally Mayer/Katie Walker

This task force will actively monitor, support, and encourage methods and practices designed to communicate the value of transportation research.

	
· TF has been working on responding to TRB’s invitation for HVR and HVR Honorable Mention poster sessions at the TRB Annual Meeting.  We are at about 85% complete with responses and commitments to present with a goal of 100% by the end of September.  
· Next steps will be to schedule a TF meeting and review the input received at the RAC Summer meeting to develop future agenda items and items to work on for the group.


	Other:
· The October meeting is cancelled due to coinciding with the fall AASHTO R&I meeting. 


	Adjourn:

· Next meeting: 11-12-26. 



	

