	Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Leadership Teleconference
Thursday, May 14, 2026
2:00 – 3:00 pm, EST
Meeting Notes

	Attending: denoted with  

	
	Cameron Kergaye, Chair
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	Ex Officio (FHWA except where noted)

	
	Cindy Smith RAC/VC
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	Alasdair Cain – OST/R
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	Pat McVeigh, Co-Chair Implementation 
	
	Heather Shelsta 
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	Connie Tang 
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	Robert Sheehan (guest)

	
	Ashlie Mercado VC R1
	
	
	
	Dave Jared – TRB/NCHRP 

	
	Jade Watford VC R2
	
	
	
	Deborah Irvin – TRB/NCHRP

	
	Evelyn Bromberg – Co-VC R3
	
	
	
	

	
	Katie Walker – Co-VC R3; CV Chair
	
	
	
	

	
	Thad Bauer -VC R4 
	
	
	
	

	
	Stacy Carter – Sec. R2 
	
	
	
	



	Additions to Agenda

	
None.


	Notes from Previous Meeting

	
The notes from the April meeting were approved and posted on rppm.org. 


	AASHTO Report - Glenn Page

	
No report provided.


	TRB Report - Dave Jared (for Waseem Dekelbab)

	
Executive Leadership Change
· Ann Brach is the new TRB Executive Director. She’s been with TRB for over 25 years, most recently serving as Director of our Technical Activities Division for several years. 
· Victoria Sheehan, our outgoing ED will serve as Senior Advisor for the transition. 

R&I Spring Meeting
· R&I met April 28-29. Fifty-six (56) new projects and 4 continuations were approved, with a total allocation of approximately $35M. 
· Selected projects are to be announced by late May to begin panel formations. 
· Concurrently with panel formation, the program (FY2027) recommended by R&I will be sent to the AASHTO Board of Directors for approval (2/3 majority required).

Domestic Scans & Syntheses (FY 2027)
· Problem statements are due for both subprograms on June 15. If you need any assistance with your submittals, please contact Deb Irvin. 

Problem Statements (FY2028)
· The call for FY28 problem statements should be released mid-July. 


	OST/R – Alasdair Cain

	
· No report provided.


	FHWA Report – Heather Shelsta 

	
Staffing Updates: 
· Emily Biondi, Associate Administrator (AA) for Planning, Environment, and Realty, will serve as FHWA’s Acting Executive Director.  Emily has served as the AA for the Office of Planning, Environment, and Realty since July 2023. Prior to this role, she held several key leadership positions, including Director of the Office of Project Development and Environmental Review.

Research Updates 
· Bob Sheehan, Acting Director presented an update on FHWA's new Artificial Intelligence Center of Excellence (AICOE).  
· Tricia Sergeson is doing a detail with the AICOE. She will continue her role as TPF Program Manager. 


	Region Chairs/Vice-Chairs Updates & Issues

	AASHTO Region 1 – Giri Venkiteela 

	
· Region 1 met on May7, 2026.
· 2026 AASHTO-RAC Summer meeting: Draft agenda shared with AASHTO. Moderators and panel members have been notified. 
· NTRC- NYS-VT Peer Exchange will be held July 9-11 in Albany, NY. 
· Submitted HVR project winners to Communicating Value Task Force.  


	AASHTO Region 2 – Curtis Bradley

	
· Held Peer Exchange during April in Tallahassee, FL. States?
· Coordinating with Glenn Page on 2027 AASHTO-RAC summer meeting.


	AASHTO Region 3 - Vicky Fout 

	
No report provided. 


	AASHTO Region 4 - Kevin Pete

	
· Prioritized and selected HVR and Honorable Mention projects.
· WTRC meets in Boise, ID next week to discuss and select projects to fund.
· Three states will hold a peer-exchange during the WTRC meeting: ID, WA, NM. Peer exchange themes are Emerging Technologies and Future Research Trends, Preparing for FHWA Management Process Reviews of SPR Part B Programs, and Anatomy of Successful Implementation through Completed Research.
· Next meeting: May 14 (after RAC Officers’ Meeting)
· New chair is Thad Bauer and vice-chair is Steve Cohn; both begin their roles June 1.


	Task Force (TF) Updates:

	RAC Support - Sharon Hawkins & Tyson Rupnow
This task force will recommend administrative policy to the RAC Leadership Board, and identify, investigate, and manage RAC administrative matters as directed by the RAC Leadership Board.


	· The next RAC Chat is June 24 (1:30 Eastern) and will cover the AI Center of Excellence.
· The RPPM website working group met with Blue Streak, the new contractor, and is outlining the structure of the revised site. The question was asked if the state DOT fact sheets will be on the website; this depends on available budget.
· The TF will add more onboarding resources to the new RPPM.

	Technologies –Giri Venkiteela

	
· The next TF meeting will be held during the 2026 RAC summer meeting.
· Research Tracking Tools working group is to meet May 28 (1-2 p.m.).
· Emerging technologies working group is preparing a survey on digital infrastructure and will be send out soon.


	Implementation - Patrick McVeigh/Jason Tuck

This task force will focus on how research implementation and research performance measures can support the management and quality of transportation research programs.

	
· Scheduled small group discussions on IWG tasks early in May.
· IWG has a meeting scheduled for May 26 from 12-1 PM Eastern. Topics:
· Ongoing action items (Implementation briefs, RPPM documentation, AOTC coordination, best practice guide, research performance measures)
· TF page content on new RPPM
· Drafting a presentation for TF breakout at 2026 AASHTO-RAC Summer Meeting (July 8 morning session).


	Communicating Value - Jenni Hosey/Katie Walker

This task force will actively monitor, support, and encourage methods and practices designed to communicate the value of transportation research.

	1. Megan Swanson (ILDOT) has returned to RAC and attended the recent R3 meeting.
1. Preliminary selection of NCHRP FY2027 projects was shared, including continuation projects. It will be presented to the AASHTO Board of Directors for approval soon. NCHRP did not allocate 100% of the research funds. 
1. HVR 2026 – the list was shared again. It is on the RAC summer meeting agenda.
1. RAC Summer Meeting 2026 will be in Pittsburgh, July 7-9, 2026.  Detailed draft agenda of the meeting was shared. Questions should be directed to Vicky Fout.
1. Vicky mentioned that they are soliciting moderators and panel members for the summer meeting. Anyone interested should reach out to Vicky. 
1. There were regular updates from R3 states, mostly about new research cycle starting.  We will get meeting minutes soon with more details.  
1. Minnesota RFP will be issued on July 1.  We have 40+ ideas this year. MnDOT Research Steering Committee will be reviewing and prioritizing ideas soon. 


	Other:


	Adjourn:

· Next meeting: 6-11-26. 



	

