	Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Leadership Teleconference
Thursday, March 12, 2026
2:00 – 3:00 pm, EST
Meeting Notes

	Attending: denoted with  

	
	Cameron Kergaye, Chair
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk161150707]Task Force Chairs
	
	Ex Officio (FHWA except where noted)

	
	Cindy Smith RAC/VC
	
	Sharon Hawkins – Co-Chair RAC Support
	
	Alasdair Cain – OST/R

	
	Giri Venkiteela, Chair R1/Techs. Co-Chair
	
	Tyson Rupnow, Co-Chair RAC Support 
	
	Heather Shelsta 

	
	Curtis Bradley – Chair R2
	
	Pat McVeigh, Co-Chair Implem. 
	
	Connie Tang 

	
	Vicky Fout – Chair R3
	
	Jason Tuck, Co-Chair Implem.
	
	Raju Mooney 

	
	Kevin Pete – Chair R4
	
	Darryll Dockstader –Sec. Techs. 
	
	Tricia Sergeson 

	
	Glenn Page - AASHTO
	
	
	
	Dave Jared – TRB/NCHRP 

	
	Ashlie Mercado VC R1
	
	
	
	Deborah Irvin – TRB/NCHRP

	
	Jade Watford VC R2
	
	
	
	

	
	Evelyn Bromberg – Co-VC R3
	
	
	
	

	
	Catherine Walker – Co-VC R3; CV Co-Chair
	
	
	
	

	
	Thad Bauer -VC R4 
	
	
	
	

	
	Stacy Carter – Sec. R2 
	
	
	
	



	Additions to Agenda

	
None.


	Notes from Previous Meeting

	
The notes from the February meeting were approved and posted on rppm.org. 


	AASHTO Report - Glenn Page

	
Meetings
· Keep checking the 2026-27 meetings website for updates at AASHTO Meetings and Member Services - Meetings/Events Calendar.
· 2026 RAC summer meeting scheduled for July 7-9 (Tues.-Thurs.) with travel to and from the meeting planned for July 6 and 10, respectively. 
· Member Registration fee: $625
· Hotel nightly rate: $209

Legislative
· Continued engagement on Buy America/Buy American issues by AASHTO staff
· Surface transportation reauthorization continues. Timeline goal remains for new legislation before end of federal fiscal year. 

Other
· AASHTO will be releasing its AI policy shortly. 
· Policy will focus primarily on generative AI and staff AI use. 
· Staff still need permission from management on AI use not identified in AASHTO policy. 


	TRB Report - Dave Jared (for Waseem Dekelbab)

	
Domestic Scan Program (NCHRP 20-68A)
1. Hereto this effort has functioned like a subprogram of NCHRP, with aggregate funding approved by R&I each year. 
1. Hereafter, these projects will be administered like core research projects, with panel solicitations, approved by NAS executive leadership, and formal publications. 
1. Notice of solicitations for five scan projects is pending next week with a quick response window, so if you or colleagues are interested, please look out for that notice. For general info on this program, Google “NCHRP 20-68A.”

RAC Comments on FY27 NCHRP Problem Statements
1. Working deadline for RAC balloting and comments is April 6. 
1. This gives NCHRP staff a few weeks to compile/review these materials before the R&I meeting in late April. 
1. Thanks in advance for your input and for responding by the deadline. 

Synthesis Panels
· There are two synthesis panels that need members:
· Topic 57-17: Wetland and Waterway Mitigation Banking for State DOTs (Region 4)
· Topic 57-20: Practices Related to Offroad Vehicles Sharing the Road, Path, and Trail (Region1 primarily but nominees from other regions welcome too) 
· You can self-nominate at mytrb.org, and Deb can assist you as needed.


	OST/R – Alasdair Cain

	
· No report provided.


	FHWA Report – Heather Shelsta 

	
1. Richard (Rick) Marquis, FHWA New York Division Administrator (DA), will serve as FHWA’s Acting Executive Director beginning March 9.
1. Planning is beginning for the Spring SPR-B Virtual Forum for FHWA Division and State DOT Coordinators. If you would like to volunteer or have any ideas for topics, please email Connie Tang (connie.tang@dot.gov).


	Region Chairs/Vice-Chairs Updates & Issues

	AASHTO Region 1 – Giri Venkiteela 

	
· R1 met March 5. Discussed:
· NCHRP problem statements, observed mailing list issues
· Northeast Transportation Consortium –2026 Peer Exchange will be held in Albany, NY June 9-11.
· 2026 RAC summer meeting-planning activities 


	AASHTO Region 2 – Curtis Bradley

	
· R2 will hold the Southeast Transportation Consortium/Peer Exchange in Tallahassee, FL April 7-8. 
· Peer exchange will count for FDOT, WVDOT, and LDOTD.


	AASHTO Region 3 - Vicky Fout 

	
· February focus was on providing ratings/comments for the NCHRP ballot and submitting High Value Research nominations.


	AASHTO Region 4 - Kevin Pete

	
· Next Region 4 meeting is March 19. 
· Next Western Transportation Research Consortium peer exchange and meeting will be in Boise, ID, May 19-21. 
· The peer exchange will be co-hosted by Idaho TD, NMDOT, and WSDOT. 
· The four themes of the peer exchange will be regional research; emerging technologies and future research trends; preparing for FHWA management process reviews of SPR-B programs; and anatomy of successful innovation through completed research.


	Task Force (TF) Updates:

	RAC Support - Sharon Hawkins & Tyson Rupnow
This task force will recommend administrative policy to the RAC Leadership Board, and identify, investigate, and manage RAC administrative matters as directed by the RAC Leadership Board.


	
· TF reviewed Ahead of the Curve elective courses 1-6 with comments sent to Jason Bittner (ARA). Reviews will be scheduled biweekly as other elective courses are completed. TF scheduled to review newly developed elective (Accessibility) March 19. 
· Held a successful and informative RAC Chat (March 4) on “Uses of AI in State DOTs.” Hoping to schedule the next RAC Chat on “NCHRP Updates” for May 13. Still seeking other RAC Chat topics for future meetings. 
· RPPM website is currently being reconfigured, and TF will update the RAC distribution list there once access is restored. Any changes to the distribution list should be sent to Sharon Hawkins. The latest list was sent to RAC leadership and TF chairs March 13. 


	Technologies –Giri Venkiteela

	
· Next TF meeting will be held in March 2026. 
· Continuing TF objectives:
· Focusing on AI regarding an administrative tool and strategizing tool in research
· Emerging technologies such as digital twins and 3D modeling being considered
· Research tracking tool: potential demos are being planned during TF meetings 
· TF is looking for new co-chair.


	Implementation - Patrick McVeigh/Jason Tuck

This task force will focus on how research implementation and research performance measures can support the management and quality of transportation research programs.

	
· TF meeting held February 26 (about 25 attendees)
· Jason, Pat, and other TRB Annual Meeting attendees discussed takeaways re: implementation
· Focus on topic areas and being able to gain context for research projects
· Briefs from Texas DOT (Katelyn Kasberg) and Michigan DOT (Heidi Spangler) 
· Discussed project evaluation and tracking
· Ongoing task micro meetings planned for coming months to keep things moving. 
· Next full TF meeting to be in April, date/time TBD. March meetings will be focused on TF resources.


	Communicating Value - Jenni Hosey/Katie Walker

This task force will actively monitor, support, and encourage methods and practices designed to communicate the value of transportation research.

	
· TF will meet April 8 (11-noon CST). 
· Agenda topics include:
· The agenda topics include High Value Research, NCHRP, future meeting topics, and the TF description/purpose.  
· Featured topic is NCHRP with a presentation from Colorado DOT, which has experimented with using AI to match employee interest to NCHRP opportunities. Other state DOTs will share how they manage NCHRP opportunities and disseminate NCHRP information.


	Other:


	Adjourn:

· Next meeting: 4-9-26. 



	

